[Lung damage in amiodarone therapy].
Amiodarone pulmonary toxicity is the most serious side effect of amiodarone therapy. We describe a patient who died of this adverse effect. The clinical presentation is most often that of an indolent illness, with cough and/or fever. The diagnosis is made by careful exclusion of other causes of the observed illness and the finding of clinical, radiographic, physiologic, and pathologic abnormalities compatible with amiodarone toxicity. Examination prior to drug therapy, including lung function tests, is recommended for later controls. Of the therapeutic options, discontinuation of amiodarone is most frequent. However, for some patients with life-threatening ventricular arrhythmias this is the only effective therapy.